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PROJECT BRIEF

Integrated Water Resources Management


Background 
Whatcom County faces a dramatically increasing number of water resource demands. These demands cover a broad cross-section of water resource issues that stem from a multitude of State and Federal mandates and from two decades of community water resource planning.

In August 2007, the County Executive and the County Council embarked on an intensive effort to review the water resource activities of Whatcom County and advance an integrated needs- and funding-based strategy for the future.  

Goals and Objectives

This work is intended to give the County Council, strategic partners and the community an objective, transparent and consistent means of evaluating, prioritizing, and funding the County’s water resource activities.

Project objectives are:

1) identify ongoing and proposed water resource activities that may be funded by Whatcom County in 2009 and beyond;

2) describe these activities in a manner that promotes objective and useful comparisons among similar activities (i.e., programs, plans or capital projects);

3) develop a set of criteria that, when applied to the activities, result in an objective measure of relative public benefit; 

4) develop a tool for sorting the various classes of activities based on regulatory requirements, funding sources, 20-year lifetime costs, geographic locations and other pertinent attributes; and

5) use the tool to initiate community dialog about water resource priorities, public involvement, and funding.

Long-Term Benefits

The benefits of integrating Whatcom County’s water resource management activities extend far beyond immediate budgetary needs.  In the long-term, a standardized, needs- and funding-based approach to water resources decisions:

· Improves accountability to taxpayers. 

· Leverages additional State and Federal resources. 

· Increases community understanding and engagement.

· Improves County water resource programming. 

· Advances responsible water resource policies.

Where we are now

The database and analysis tool are complete.  Incorporation of the database into the County’s budgetary process has begun.  Discussions with Council and community about prioritization, public involvement and funding are underway. 

 What next?
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Community Conversation about Whatcom County’s Water Resource Management


May 7, 2008, between 7 p.m. and 8:30 p.m.
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